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E.O. 12065: N/A 

TAGS: SREF, PIC, AF, SA 

SUBJECT: SAUDI AFGHAN REFUGEE RELIEF 

REF: A) STATE 97M22* 8) JIOOA HM8 

1. LOCAL ENGLISH AND ARABIC LANGUAGE PRES? REPORTED JULY M 
THAT HABIB CHATT1, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF 
THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE, PRESENTED A CHECK FOR SAUDI RtYALS 
50 MILLION (U.S. IIN.7 MILLION) TO PAKISTANIS CHARGE 0* 
AFFAIRES. THE GIFT, REPORTEDLY COLLECTEO FROM THE CITIZENS 
OF 5AU0I ARABIA. WILL BE USEO TO ASSIST AFGHAN REFUGEES. 

2. THE REPORTS SAID ALSO THAT RIYADH GOVERNOR, PRlHCE 
SALMAN IBN 'ABD AL-AZIZ HAD PROVJOEO ONE MILLION PAKISTANI 
RUPEES (U.S. $<«37,000> TO PROVIOE ARTIFICIAL LIMBS AND 
MEDICAL TREATMENT TO WOUNDED FREEOOM FIGHTERS. THE SAUDI 
RED CRESQEHT MISSION IN PAKISTAN WILL ADH MISTER PRINCE 
SALMAN'S DONATION. SAUDI DONATIONS REPORTEO IN REFTEL B 
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3. THE ARTICLES DESCRIBED THE FORMATION OF A SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE. CHAIRED BY PRINCE SALMAN AND COMPOSED OF RELIGI- 
OUS SCHOLARS, WHICH IS IN CHARGE OF COORDINATING AN APPEAL 
FOR REFUGEE RELIEF. THE PUBLIC HAS REMINDED OF A RELIGIOUS 
RULING <FAT*A> ISSUED Br SHAYKH ABO f At -AZIZ BIN ABDALLAH 
BIN BAZ t PRESIDENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SCHOLARLY RESEARCH. 
FATKA* AND RELIGIOUS GUIOANCE* PERMITTING THE PAYMENT OF 
ZAKAT (AN ALMS TAX ON HEALTH)- TO AFGHAN REFUGEES AND FREE- 
DOM FIGHTERS. 

M. COMMENT: THE TIMING Gr" CHATTI'S CHECK PRESENTATION AND 
THE ACCOMPANYING PUBLICITY ARE CALCULATED TO ENSURE THAT 
THE PLIGHT OF AFGHAN REFUGEES REMAINS IN THE PUBLIC EYE 
DURING RAMADAN - A MONTH MARKED BY PRIVATE CHARITY. 
NEUMANN 
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